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Welcome  
I created this outline as part of a Church History class at Liberty Church in Grand Ledge.  
I combined numerous notes and previous lessons to pack as much historical information 
as possible into one booklet. I've seen other outlines, but their bias left something to be 
desired. Some seem pro-Catholic and others seem pro-Protestant. I have never seen one 
that was pro-Scriptures. This outline doesn't take sides for the Catholics or Protestants, but 
attempts to look at doctrinal developments and historical events purely from the stand 
point of God's word. It's likely impossible to totally remove bias, but that is my intention 
going in. You can be the judge in determining how successful I have been.  

I have at times included a few fun comments and trivia in the timeline. I have found that 
some Christians don't appreciate these insertions and would prefer a more sterile and 
soul-less document. These same Christians are often a source of longsuffering for me, so I 
intend to keep the fun stuff here as a form a minor and enjoyable revenge. I feel it would 
be petty and selfish to deny them the opportunity to be on the receiving end of a little 
longsuffering.  

I have tried my best to be accurate and cautious in my research. If you find any errors, 
please contact me, I would love to know and correct them.  

     In His Service,    

     Scott Lynn 
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Historical event Scriptures to think about... 

~33 A.D. Christ dies on the cross 

70 A.D. Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem  
by Roman forces led by Titus (eventually Roman Emperor 79-81). 

98 A.D. New Testament Completed 
Matthew, Mark & Luke  41-65 A.D. 
Acts   62 A.D. 
Paul's Epistles   50-65 A.D. 
Revelation    96 A.D. 
Gospel of John  98 A.D. 

Revelation 22:18-19 KJV 
..If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book. 
19And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life... 

90-140 A.D. Early leaders use language similar to 
scripture to describe the incarnation. 
 

Clement, bishop of Rome: "Jesus Christ is the 
Sceptre of the Majesty of God." "...attending to 
[God's] words, you were inwardly filled with the 
doctrine, and His sufferings were before your 
eyes." 
 

Ignatius, bishop of Antioch: "We have 
received the knowledge of God, which is Jesus 
Christ. " "Our God, Jesus Christ, was according 
to the appointment of God, conceived in the 
womb of Mary..." 

2nd Corinthians 5:19 KJV 
...God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself... 
 
Colossians 1:15 KJV 
Who is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of every creature. 
 
John 20:28 KJV 
And Thomas answered and said 
unto him, 'My LORD and my God.' 

130-180 A.D. Greek Apologists influence church 
teachings with their philosophy. Believing 
that the supreme perfect God could not descend 
to corrupt earth, Justin Martyr believed God 
must have sent another being, the Logos, which 
he called another God. 
 
Justin Martyr also taught that, just as Jesus was 
the second Adam, Mary was the second Eve, in 
that her obedience and submission to the angel 
is in contrast to the rebellion of Eve in the 
garden. 

1st Timothy 2:5 KJV 
For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4 KJV 
Hear, O Israel:  
The Lord our God is one Lord. 
 

John 1:1 Literal 
In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and God 
was the Word. 
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~160 A.D. Justin's Dialogue  
with Trypho: 
"There is … another God and 
Lord subject to the Maker of all 
things; who is also called an 
Angel, because He announces 
to men whatsoever the Maker 
of all things – above whom 
there is no God – wishes to 
announce to them… He who is 
said to have appeared to 
Abraham, and to Jacob, and to 
Moses, and who is called God, 
is distinct from Him who made 
all things – numerically, I mean, 
not distinct in will." 

Exodus 20:2-3 KJV 
I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
3Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
 

Isaiah 9:6 KJV 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. 
 

Isaiah 43:10 KJV 
...understand that I am he: before me there was no 
God formed, neither shall there be after me. 
 

Isaiah 44:6 KJV 
Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his 
redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am 
the last; and beside me there is no God. 

Greek Worldview of God and the Logos 
The Logos, to the Greeks, was the plan of God, representing the pattern of perfect 
things in the Heavens. The supreme and perfect creator could not descend to our 
corrupt and filthy planet (alert: gnostic teaching), but the lesser gods could travel back 
and forth. 
So if the 
Logos was 
a lesser 
god, than it 
could 
bridge the 
gap 
between 
the perfect 
creator and 
imperfect 
earth. 
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170 to 325 A.D. The Old Catholic Age: Several generations after the Apostles, the original 
Apostolic doctrine was still common and even dominant throughout the churches. 
Changes in doctrine were introduced by North African church leaders and rejected by 
most churches but led to the later acceptance of the Trinity during the church councils. 
 
Oneness belief was still the majority belief of this time. Tertullian described Oneness 
understanding as "the majority of believers" and Origen described Oneness believers 
as "the great multitude of those who are counted believers". 
 
Tertullian was the first to claim God is a Trinity of three persons with the Son 
subordinate to the Father. Origen was the first to teach they are co-equal. 

~213 A.D. Tertullian in Against Praxeas: 
“The Father is the entire substance, but the Son 
is a derivation and portion of the whole.” The 
Son is merely “a portion of the whole Godhead.” 
 

Tertullian was kicked out of the church  
for his teachings. Many years later, he was 
sainted back into the church. 
 

"In not a few areas of theology, Tertullian’s 
views are, of course, completely unacceptable. 
Thus, for example, his teaching on the Trinity 
reveals a subordination of Son to Father that in 
the later crass form of Arianism the Church 
rejected as heretical."  
 

- New Catholic Encyclopedia 

Colossians 2:8-9 KJV 
Beware lest any man spoil you 
through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. 9For in him dwelleth all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily. 
 

John 8:58 KJV 
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Before Abraham was, I 
am. 
 

Hebrews 1:3 KJV 
Who [the Son] being the brightness 
of his glory, and the express image 
of his [God's] person. 

~230 A.D. On the Principles by Origen 
First to teach the Son was eternal and co-equal 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit. “..nothing in 
the Trinity can be called greater or less.” 
 

Origen had many strange beliefs include 
Satan’s ultimate salvation. He also castrated 
himself based on Matthew 19:12. This is 
somewhat ironic, as Origen was famous for 
allegorizing scripture, but he chose to take this 
verse literally.  
 

He was kicked out the church for his beliefs. 

John 14:28 KJV 
Ye have heard how I said unto you, I 
go away, and come again unto you. 
If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, 
because I said, I go unto the Father: 
for my Father is greater than I. 
 
Matthew 19:12 KJV 
...and there be eunuchs, which have 
made themselves eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is 
able to receive it, let him receive it. 
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323 A.D. Christianity becomes official religion of 
the Roman Empire when Emperor 
Constantine converts to Christianity. 
Constantine takes over the church while 
continuing a life of sin. 

Proverbs 29:2 KJV 
When the righteous are in authority, 
the people rejoice: but when the 
wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn. 

325 A.D. Council of Nicea I 
Ordered by Emperor Constantine to end 
controversy in the church. Had nothing directly 
to do with Oneness and Trinity. The council 
rejected Arianism, the belief that the Son was 
not God, but something different. 

??? 

366-384 A.D. Damasus 1st rules as Pope.  
His supporters attacked and killed the 
supporters of his rival for the office.  
 

Accusations of adultery, infidelity and murder 
tarnish his reign. Encouraged the veneration 
(worship) of martyrs. Damasus was nicknamed 
the "Lady's Ear Scratcher".  
 

Commissioned Jerome to begin work on the 
Vulgate Translation.  

1st Timothy 3:1-2,7 KJV 
This is a true saying, if a man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a 
good work. 2A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one wife, 
vigilant, sober, of good behavior, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach... 
7Moreover he must have a good 
report of them which are without; lest 
he fall into reproach and the snare of 
the devil. 

381 A.D. Council of Constantinople I 
First council to affirm the son as eternally 
begotten of the father. Historically the first 
council to affirm the basic tenets of the 
Trinity. 
 
"We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. And in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, Light from Light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made..." 

Galatians 4:4 KJV 
But when the fullness of the time 
was come, God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the 
law 
 
Luke 1:35 KJV 
And the angel answered and said 
unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God. 
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Some compelling quotes about the Trinity 
It should surprise no one that a church history pamphlet created by an Apostolic author 
would be biased against the Trinity. Although I am trying to be objective, I clearly see the 
Trinity as a 4th century doctrine borrowed and refined from Greek philosophy. I see it as 
clearly extra-Biblical and foreign to the language and wording of the scriptures. I'm not the 
only one; you will find quotes below representing a broad cross-section of scholarship that 
agree with my position. I don't believe any of these are statements by Apostolic authors, 
yet any Trinitarian would be hard-pressed to explain these quotes. If you happen to find 
this pamphlet and feel there is a reasonable counter-argument, I would love it if you would 
email me your thoughts (scott@onlinesolutions.com).  

"Fourth Century Trinitarianism did not reflect 
accurately early Christian teaching regarding 
the nature of God; it was, on the contrary, a 
deviation from this teaching." 
Encyclopedia Americana 

"Theologians today are in agreement that 
the Hebrew Bible does not contain a 
doctrine of the Trinity...  Theologians agree 
that the New Testament also does not 
contain an explicit doctrine of the Trinity." 
Encyclopedia of Religion 

"Neither the word Trinity nor the explicit 
doctrine appears in the New Testament, nor 
did Jesus and his followers intend to 
contradict the Shema in the Hebrew 
Scriptures: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God 
is one Lord (Deuteronomy 6:4)." 
Encyclopedia Britannica 

"To Jesus and Paul the doctrine of the trinity 
was apparently unknown... they say nothing 
about it." 
Edward Hopkins 
Yale Professor 

"[many historians believe that the Trinity] is 
a corruption borrowed from the heathen 
religions, and ingrafted on the Christian 
faith." 
Dictionary of Religious Knowledge 

"At first the Christian Faith was not 
Trinitarian... It was not so in the Apostolic 
and sub-Apostolic ages, as reflected in the 
New Testament and other early Christian 
writings." 
Encyclopedia of Religion And Ethics 

"...There is no evidence that any sacred 
writer even suspected the existence of a 
Trinity within the Godhead... Even to see in 
the Old Testament suggestions or 
foreshadowings or 'veiled signs' of the 
trinity of persons, is to go beyond the 
words and intent of the sacred writers... 
The New Testament writers... give us no 
formal or formulated doctrine of the Trinity, 
no explicit teaching that in one God there 
are three co-equal divine persons... 
Nowhere do we find any trinitarian doctrine 
of three distinct subjects of divine life and 
activity in the same Godhead." 
Edmund Fortman, Jesuit 
Author of The Triune God 
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"If Paganism was conquered by Christianity, 
it is equally true that Christianity was 
corrupted by Paganism. The pure Deism of 
the first Christians... was changed, by the 
Church of Rome, into the incomprehensible 
dogma of the trinity. Many of the pagan 
tenets, invented by the Egyptians and 
idealized by Plato, were retained as being 
worthy of belief." 
Edward Gibbons  
History of Christianity 

"[Church doctrine became] firmly rooted in 
the soil of Hellenism [pagan Greek thought]. 
Thereby it became a mystery to the great 
majority of Christians." 
Adolf Harnack 
Author of History of Dogma 

"The Old Testament is strictly monotheistic. 
God is a single personal being. The idea that 
a trinity is to be found there... is utterly 
without foundation... The Christian dogma 
did not start from a polytheistic or pantheistic 
ground, but from Jewish monotheism; but 
the development from one God to a trinity 
was just as completely a historical evolution 
as any other." 
L. L. Paine 
Professor of Ecclesiastical History 
The Ethnic Trinities, page 219 

"The word Trinity is not found in the Bible... 
It did not find a place formally in the theology 
of the church till the 4th century." 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary 

"The Platonic Trinity, itself merely a 
rearrangement of older trinities dating back 
to earlier peoples, appears to be the 
rational philosophic trinity attributes that 
gave birth to the three hypostases or divine 
persons taught by the Christian 
Churches.... Thus Greek philosophers 
conception of the divine trinity ... can be 
found in all the ancient pagan religions." 
French New Universal Dictionary 

"The doctrine of the Trinity ... must be 
interpreted in a manner that would be 
consistent with this a priori definition of the 
deity of God (One essence, three persons). 
Neoplatonic elements were unmistakably 
present in this definition." 
Jaroslav Pelikan 
The Emergence of the Catholic Tradition 

"Jesus Christ never mentioned such a 
phenomenon, and nowhere in the New 
Testament does the word 'Trinity' appear. 
The idea was only adopted by the Church 
three hundred years after the death of our 
Lord." 
Arthur Weigall 
Author of The Paganism in Our Christianity 

"The New Testament does not contain the 
developed doctrine of the Trinity... Primitive 
Christianity did not have an explicit doctrine 
of the Trinity such as was subsequently 
elaborated in the creeds." 
New International Dictionary of New 
Testament Theology 
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"The doctrine of the Trinity was of gradual 
and comparatively late formation... it had its 
origin in a source entirely foreign from that of 
the Jewish and Christian Scriptures; ...it 
grew up, and was ingrafted on Christianity, 
through the hands of the Platonizing 
Fathers... The Platonizing Fathers were the 
Greek Philosophers that became Christian 
but continued to follow the teachings of 
Plato. These Philosophers mixed Christians 
Ideas with Pagan Greek Philosophy to 
formulate the concept of a three person 
Godhead. The apostle Paul warned the 
Greek Colossian city, 'Beware lest any man 
cheat you through philosophy and vain 
deceit. . .(Colossians 2:8)' What kind of 
philosophy was Paul warning about? Since 
Paul was addressing a Greek city, he must 
have been warning about the entrance of 
Greek Philosophical Thought. The Platonic 
Fathers also known as Greek Apologists 
were the first to introduce Pagan Trinitarian 
Thought into Christianity." 
Alvan Lamson, D. D. 
The Church of the First Three Centuries 

"The doctrine of the Logos and the Trinity 
received their shape from Greek Fathers, 
who... were much influenced, directly or 
indirectly, by the Platonic philosophy ... 
That errors and corruptions crept into the 
Church from this source can not be 
denied." 
New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia  
of Religious Knowledge 

"We can trace the history of this doctrine, 
and discover its source, not in the Christian 
revelation, but in the Platonic philosophy ... 
The Trinity is not a doctrine of Christ and 
his Apostles, but a fiction of the school of 
the later Platonists." 
Andrew Norton 
A Statement of Reasons 

"The doctrine of the Holy Trinity is not taught in the Old Testament...  
[it] is not directly and immediately the word of God." 

"The formulation 'one god in three Persons' was not solidly established, certainly not fully 
assimilated into Christian life and its profession of faith, prior to the end of the 4th 
century... Among the Apostolic Fathers, there had been nothing even remotely 
approaching such a mentality or perspective." 

"From the middle of the 4th century onward, however, Christian thought was strongly 
influenced by Neo-platonic philosophy and mysticism." 

New Catholic Encyclopedia (v10, p335) 
 

 

 

 

back to the timeline... 
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382 A.D. Jerome begins work on the Latin Vulgate. 
Commissioned by Pope Damasus, he began revising and updating the Latin Bible, 
especially the New Testament, using the best Greek manuscripts available. He also 
updated the published Psalter containing the Psalms. 

431 A.D. Council of Ephesus I 
Affirmed that Christ had two natures, human 
and divine. Officially adopted the recently 
popular doctrine that Mary is "the Mother of 
God" or the God-bearer (the theotokos).  
 

First doctrinal time travel attempt: Ephasus I 
declaring the 381 A.D. creed is officially the 325 
A.D. Nicean Creed. Nice trick! 
 

Interesting note: the council was hosted at the 
Church of Mary in Ephesus, Asia Minor. 

Exodus 20:3-5 KJV 
Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. 4Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. 5Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them, nor serve them: for I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God... 

400s A.D. First feast celebrating the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary. The doctrine of the 
immaculate conception teaches that Mary was 
kept free from original sin and filled with 
sanctifying grace from the very point of her 
conception. It was first popularized in the late 
400s and quickly grew widely popular as a 
church teaching but was not accepted as official 
church doctrine until 1854 A.D. by Pope Pius IX. 

Romans 3:23 KJV 
For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God. 
 
1st John 1:8 KJV 
If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

451 A.D. Council of Chalcedon, in Asia Minor, affirms that Christ still had two natures.  
Apparently the Council of Ephesus I wasn't enough. This is the last council that most 
Anglicans and Protestants consider ecumenical and binding. 

~500 A.D. Priests began to dress differently then the laity. 

517 A.D. Council of Epaone, France 
This was a national council (not a recognized 
church council), but it was the first official 
recognition that punishment from sin could be 
reduced by prayer, alms, fasts or payments of 
fixed sums of money. 
 

Fun Trivia: this council also banned altars made 
of wood, attendance at Jewish banquets and 
forbid the clergy to hunt (Sorry Nathan B). 

1st John 1:9 KJV 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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526 A.D. Priests can perform Extreme Unction  
This practice is meant to prepare a dying 
person's soul for death by providing absolution 
for sins by penance and prayers for relief of 
suffering and provisions for the journey to the 
next life (viaticum). 

1st Timothy 2:5 KJV 
For there is one God, and one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus. 

~550s A.D. Athanasian Creed comes to a final 
form. This is the clearest declaration of the 
Trinity from the early church, and the first to 
explicitly declare the trinity and the first to 
declare the equality of the three persons in the 
Trinitarian Godhead. It also includes anathemas 
(i.e. condemnations) for those who disagree 
with the creed. It has been widely used among 
Western Christians including the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Anglicans, Lutherans and 
most liturgical Protestant denominations. It is 
used less and less in recent years. 
 

A portion of the Athanasian Creed: 
 

Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is 
necessary that he hold the catholic faith... And 
the catholic faith is this: That we worship one 
God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither 
confounding the Persons; nor dividing the 
Essence. For there is one Person of the Father; 
another of the Son; and another of the Holy 
Ghost... So the Father is God; the Son is God; 
and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not 
three Gods; but one God.... the whole three 
Persons are coeternal, and coequal... He 
therefore that will be saved, let him thus think of 
the Trinity. 

Hebrews 11:6 KJV 
But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him. 
 
Acts 2:38-40 KJV 
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
39For the promise is unto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call. 40And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, 
saying, Save yourselves from this 
untoward generation. 
 
Mark 16:16 KJV 
He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. 

553 A.D. Council of Constantinople II again 
confirms that Christ had two natures but was 
only one person. Apparently the doctrine of 
Nestorianism kept creeping up in the church. In 
this version, it was taught that Jesus and Christ 
were (loosely) two persons joined together. This 
council officially rejected this teaching (again). 

Matthew 16:15-16 KJV 
He saith unto them, But whom say 
ye that I am? 16And Simon Peter 
answered and said, Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. 
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500s A.D. The Apostles' Creed comes to a final 
form. It is claimed that each of the 12 apostles 
dictated parts of it. It likely finds its origin in the 
Old Roman Symbol creed of the 5th century, 
which is composed of sentences borrowed from 
the writings of Irenaeus, Tertullian, Novatian, 
Marcellus, Rufinus, Ambrose, Augustine, 
Nicetus, and Eusebius Gallus and others. In 
other words, the only thing Apostolic about the 
Apostles' Creed is the word Apostle in its name. 
 

The NotReallyFromTheApostles' Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. 

2nd Peter 1:16 KJV 
For we have not followed cunningly 
devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 
 

Revelation 22:18 KJV 
...If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book 

590 - 604 A.D. Pope Gregory I also known as Gregory the Great. First pope from a 
monastic background. Called the Father of Christian Worship because he influenced 
and widely changed worship in church in his day. Promoted prayer and worship to be 
done in Latin. The Protestant reformer John Calvin declared in his Institutes that 
Gregory I was the last good pope. 

593 A.D. First mention of Purgatory 
A place of temporary punishment for those not 
entirely free of venial faults or not yet perfect.  

Hebrews 9:27 KJV 
...it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment: 

"All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed 
assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to 
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name 
purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the 
punishment of the damned" (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1030–1). 
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600s A.D. Mary worship and the doctrine of Immaculate 
Conception become common and widespread. Mary took on 
many titles and grew increasingly important in Catholic 
worship. Titles used include the God-bearer, the Holy Mother, 
the Mother of the Church, Queen of Heaven, the Second Eve 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. More extreme titles, especially in 
the 20th century, include calling her the Co-redeemer and Co-
mediatrix. Here are the four main teachings, called Marian 
doctrines, that are held by the Catholic church:  
 

 Mary is the God-bearer/mother of God (431 A.D.). 

 Immaculate Conception of Mary: that she was born and 
lived a life without sin. She was free of original sin and 
filled with sanctifying grace her whole life (600s A.D.). 

 Perpetual Virginity of Mary: that she was ever-virgin 
throughout her whole life, even after giving birth, and that 
Jesus is her only biological son (supported by  
the church fathers in the 4th century and affirmed by the 
councils in the 600s A.D.). Luther and some early 
Protestants supported this, but it was later abandoned by 
all Protestants (except some Anglicans and Lutherans). 

 Assumption of Mary: the belief that Mary did not die but 
was taken up to Heaven at the end of her earthly life. 
Although officially adopted in 1950, this view was first 
mentioned by Saint Epiphanius in 377 A.D., and slowly 
grew in popularity in the early church. Established as 
doctrine in the Eastern Orthodox church around 600 A.D. 
and officially declared a Roman Catholic church teaching 
around 850 A.D. by Pope Leo IV. 

 

There has been an increasing interest in Mary among 
Catholics in the 20th century. Much of the early beliefs and 
ideas have been refined and republished in numerous books 
towards the end of the last century. Many Catholics believe 
that Mary and Jesus share a special and unique redemptive 
connection (the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus). In 1986, Pope John Paul II called this 
connection the "Alliance of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary." 
Cardinal Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict IX) stated: "It is 
necessary to go back to Mary, if we want to return to the truth 
about Jesus Christ." 

1st Timothy 2:5 KJV 
For there is one God, 
and one mediator 
between God and 
men, the man Christ 
Jesus. 
 

Deut 4:15-16 NIV 
You saw no form of 
any kind the day the 
Lord spoke to you at 
Horeb out of the fire. 
Therefore watch 
yourselves very 
carefully, 16so that you 
do not become corrupt 
and make for 
yourselves an idol, an 
image of any shape, 
whether formed like a 
man or a woman... 
 

John 14:6 KJV 
Jesus saith unto him, I 
am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man 
cometh unto the 
Father, but by me. 
 

Matt 12:47;49-50 KJV 
..."Behold, thy mother 
and thy brethren stand 
without, desiring to 
speak with thee"... 
49And he stretched 
forth his hand toward 
his disciples..."Behold 
my mother and my 
brethren! 50...[who] 
shall do the will of my 
Father ... the same is 
my brother, and sister, 
and mother. 
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680 A.D. Council of Constantinople III affirmed 
Christ had two wills, human and divine. 
 
It's almost strange that this stuff keeps popping 
up. Maybe if they stopped chanting in Latin and 
just read the Bible for themselves, this 
nonsense would stop! 

John 14:8-9 KJV 
Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us 
the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9Jesus saith unto him, Have I been 
so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Show us 
the Father? 

691 A.D. Introduces the doctrine of Holy Water  
Canon 65 at the Council of Constantinople IV 
(betcha haven't heard of that one!) declared that 
Holy Water should be prepared at the beginning 
of each lunar month to supplant the pagan feast 
of the new moon. 
 
As held by the Catholic, Anglican, Eastern 
Orthodox and Lutheran churches, Holy Water is 
water that has been sanctified by a priest for 
use in baptism or blessing. Catholics also 
believe it can repel evil. 

John 7:37-39 KJV 
In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. 38He that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water. 39(But this spake he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him 
should receive: for the Holy Ghost 
was not yet given; because that 
Jesus was not yet glorified.) 

709 A.D. Pope Constantine introduces the 
tradition of Kissing of the Pope's Feet. 
Emperor Justin first kissed the feet of Pope 
John I (523 - 526) to show respect, but it was 
not an expected custom until Pope Constantine, 
who instituted it as a practice to recognize the 
Pope as Vicar of Christ on earth (the official 
representative of Christ on earth). Pope 
Eugenius II, who died in 827, made it mandatory 
to kneel and kiss the papal foot. It was done by 
the Cardinals after certain papal elections and 
was proper etiquette for those presented to the 
pope in a private audience. It has become 
unpopular in recent centuries. There is a story of 
an early 20th century pope meeting a cardinal 
for the first time, and the cardinal drop to his 
knees to kiss the feet, and the pope stopped 
him and warned him, "don't make me give your 
nose a boot." 

Acts 10:24-26 KJV 
And the morrow after they entered 
into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited 
for them, and he had called together 
his kinsmen and near friends. 
25And as Peter was coming in, 
Cornelius met him, and fell down at 
his feet, and worshipped him. 26But 
Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; 
I myself also am a man. 
 
Revelation 19:10 KJV 
And I fell at his feet to worship him. 
And he said unto me, See thou do it 
not: I am thy fellowservant, and of 
thy brethren that have the testimony 
of Jesus: worship God: for the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy. 
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787 A.D. Council of Nicea II  
Veneration of icons had grown in popularity and 
grown controversial among church leadership. 
The Council of Hieria (a palace outside of 
Constantinople) abolished the practice of 
worshipping icons in 754. New leadership in the 
Constantinople church in 784 felt differently, and 
they attempted to meet in 786 to reintroduce 
Veneration of Icons officially. Facing armed 
opposition, they created a false campaign to 
move armed elements of the church away from 
the capital then declared and held a very fast 
council from Sept 24 to Oct 13 of 787 A.D. 
where the Veneration of Holy Images was 
officially declared as endorsed and 
encouraged. Nicea II statement given below: 
 
"As the sacred and life-giving cross is 
everywhere set up as a symbol, so also should 
the images of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, the 
holy angels, as well as those of the saints and 
other pious and holy men be embodied in the 
manufacture of sacred vessels, tapestries, 
vestments, etc., and exhibited on the walls of 
churches, in the homes, and in all conspicuous 
places, by the roadside and everywhere, to be 
revered by all who might see them. For the 
more they are contemplated, the more they 
move to fervent memory of their prototypes. 
Therefore, it is proper to accord to them a 
fervent and reverent adoration, not, however, 
the veritable worship which, according to our 
faith, belongs to the Divine Being alone." 

Leviticus 26:1 KJV 
Ye shall make you no idols nor 
graven image, neither rear you up a 
standing image, neither shall ye set 
up any image of stone in your land, 
to bow down unto it: for I am the 
Lord your God. 
 

2nd Kings 17:15 NIV 
They rejected his decrees and the 
covenant he had made with their 
ancestors and the statutes he had 
warned them to keep. They followed 
worthless idols and themselves 
became worthless. They imitated the 
nations around them although the 
Lord had ordered them, “Do not do 
as they do.” 
 
1st Corinthians 12:1-2 KJV 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, 
brethren, I would not have you 
ignorant. 2Ye know that ye were 
Gentiles, carried away unto these 
dumb idols, even as ye were led. 
 
1st John 5:21 KJV 
Little children, keep yourselves from 
idols. Amen. 
 
1st Corinthians 10:14 
Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee 
from idolatry. 

800s A.D. Sprinkling replaces 
immersion as the common 
baptismal method. 

John 3:23 KJV 
And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, 
because there was much water there... 
 

Romans 6:3-4 KJV 
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4Therefore 
we are buried with him by baptism into death... 
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~850 A.D. Pope Leo IV (reigned 847-855) ordered 
that the priests in each church bless the 
Holy Water every Sunday and sprinkle the 
people with it. People were allowed  to carry 
some away in clean vessels to sprinkle their 
houses, fields, vineyards and cattle as well as 
their food. 
 
 

(They don't need Holy Water, they 
need the Holy Ghost. The epistles 
give examples of laying on hands, 
praying and sending a cloth anointed 
with oil, but the New Testament 
gives no precedent for Holy Water. 
The New Testament and the Bible in 
general emphasize faith, especially 
in the examples listed above.) 

1079 A.D. Celibacy of the priesthood mandated 
by Pope Gregory VII. The scriptures 
specifically state that Peter was married (Matt 
8:14). Tradition holds that all the Apostles 
except John, Paul and possibly James were 
married. Celibacy for the priesthood was 
encouraged by some church leaders as early as 
the 300s, and was increasingly promoted 
through the next 700 years. Still, even after 
1000 A.D., most rural priests and many clergy in 
populated areas had wives and children. Pope 
Gregory VII came to power in 1073 A.D. and 
initiated a series of reforms including making 
celibacy of the priesthood mandatory. There 
were still numerous problems with compliance, 
with many priests still taking wives and/or 
mistresses, especially as the Catholic church 
continued to experience periods of gross moral 
corruption in their leadership through the next 
few centuries. 

1st Timothy 4:1,3 KJV 
Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, 
that in the latter times some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils... 3Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, 
which God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them 
which believe and know the truth. 
 
1st Timothy 3:1-2,7 KJV 
This is a true saying, if a man desire 
the office of a bishop, he desireth a 
good work. 2A bishop then must be 
blameless, the husband of one 
wife... 

1095 A.D. Pope Urban II declares Holy Land 
Crusaders will be forgiven of all past and 
future sins (include rape and pillaging) as 
long as they confess the sacrament of 
penance. 

 

1100s A.D. The doctrine of purgatory grew 
prominent in the church.  
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1170s A.D. The Birth of the Waldenses (or 
Waldensians). A group started in Lyons, 
France advocating a return to the vows of 
poverty and preaching the Gospel as Jesus and 
His followers did.  The Waldenses opposed 
oaths, creeds and capital punishment. They also 
taught that any sincere Christian could 
administer communion. Originally a reform 
movement in the Catholic church, they were 
declared heretical in 1215 and became 
persecuted.  
 

The movement is often credited to the work of 
Peter Waldo (1140 to 1218), a wealthy 
merchant who split his possessions, giving 
some to his wife and the rest to the poor, and 
dedicated his life to preaching, teaching and 
traveling. Whether he founded the Waldenses or 
joined them is contested by historians. 

 

1184 A.D. First Inquisition in Southern France 
commences. Individuals had be executed 
previously for crimes against the church, but this 
is the church's first sanctioned use of torture 
and execution as a widespread effort at 
population control. 
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1200-1600 A.D. The time of the Medieval Inquisitions. Although evil and horrific, the 
inquisitions are blown completely out of proportion when compared to the evils of 
Atheist regimes. There is a common false claim in historical literature that the 
Inquisitions killed over 95 million people. Let's compare the actual numbers with the 
widely undisputed numbers of other atrocities (k = thousands, m = millions): 
 
Communist China Mass Murders   40m - 70m  
Joseph Stalin's Communist Purges   20m - 40m 
Jews Killed by Nazi Germany   6 million 
Non-Jews Killed by Nazi Germany   6 million 
Pol Pot and the Cambodian Genocide  3.3 million 
Irish Catholics & Potato Famines   2m to 3m 
Hiroshima      90k to 160k 
Nagasaki      60k to 80k 
Catholics killed by King Henry the VIII  30k to 80k 
 
Actual Likely Inquisition Count over 400 years 50,000 to 150,000 people 

1200 - 1500 A.D. Abuse of Indulgences grew rampant. Professional-Pardoners 
traveled and raised money for church projects (and themselves) by selling 
indulgences. 

 

1215 A.D. Fourth Lateran Council limited indulgences to 1 year or 40 day period 
for acts of piety or monetary gifts. Also makes official the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation and annual confessions mandatory. 

 

1220 A.D. Adoration (worship) of the Communion Wafer.  

1229 A.D. Start of the Papal Inquisitions. Bible declared forbidden to the Laity.  

1348 - 1350 A.D. The Black Death Plague (or the Bubonic Plague) reaches Europe.  
 It started in Central Asia, killing 25 million (30% of China) and traveled the Silk 

Road trade route reaching southern Ukraine 1346. Then by boat through black rats 
on merchant ships, it spread throughout the Mediterranean and Europe, killing 30-
60% of population of Europe. The world population went from 450 million to maybe 
350 million. The church's inability to stop it critically reduced the authority and 
reputation of the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

1384 A.D. John Wycliffe translates the Bible from Latin into Common English. 
Released in portions from 1382 to 1395. Church fails to stop him. Declared a 
heretic in 1415. Church digs up his body & burns it. 
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1378 to 1417 The Western Schism (or Papal Schism) weakened the authority of 
the church as two men simultaneously claimed the Papal throne.  
 

After Pope Gregory XI died, the Romans rioted for the election of a Roman pope. In 
1378, the cardinals elected the Archbishop of Bari (in Southern Italy) to be Pope 
Urban VI. He seemed a respected administrator, but as pope, he proved 
suspicious, prove to violence and tended towards reformist ideas. Many of the 
cardinals dropped their support and they met (still in Italy) and elected Robert of 
Geneva as a rival pope (as Clement VII) in September of the same year. There 
have been rival popes and antipopes before, but this was new, in that the same 
group of leaders had created both the pope and the antipope. 
 

The schisms and conflicts continued even after the initial popes both died (in 1389 
and 1394). Efforts were made to declare a church council to solve the problem, but 
it couldn't work, because only a pope could call a church council. The cardinals 
finally agreed to a church council in 1409 in Pisa, but it only added to the problem 
by electing a 3rd pope! 
 

Finally the Council of Constance in 1414 secured the resignation of one of the 
popes and setup a successor Pope in Rome for the other side. Pope Martin V 
became pope. Issues continued with some regions refusing to recognize the 
change until 1429. 

 

1400s to 1700s A.D. The Renaissance began and rapidly spread throughout 
Europe. This was a cultural movement that challenged existing ideas. It started in 
Italy and Spread to rest of Europe by 1600s and influenced literature, philosophy, 
art, music, politics, science, religion. This encouraged speaking and writing with 
eloquence for everyone, which is where we get the idea of the Humanities. The 
idea of the humanities is that everyone should learn: Grammar, Rhetoric, History, 
Poetry and Philosophy. 

 

1414 A.D. Communion Cup forbidden to the Laity  
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~1440 A.D. Johannes Gutenberg invents the printing press. He specialized in 
working with gold and precious metals and took existing technologies to the next 
level. This led to the first assembly line-style mass production of books, where a 
printing press could produce 3600 pages per workday as compared to 40 pages by 
Typographic Hand Printing or just a few by hand copying. 

 

1471 A.D. Pope Sixtus IV allowed brothels to operate under church license and 
institutes a tax on priests with a mistress. 

 

1478-1834 A.D. Spanish Inquisitions  

1492-1503 A.D. Pope Alexander VI sets the record as the most immoral of the 
popes. First recorded crime family in history. Gross immoral behavior (within the 
Vatican walls). Numerous illegitimate children. 
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1517 A.D. Luther publishes his 95 Theses on the Corruption of the Catholic 
Church triggering the Protestant Reformation. There were others who pushed 
to reform the Catholic church, but Luther was the first to succeed at actually 
building momentum and actually survive such a direct frontal assault on the 
practices of the church and authority of the pope. He never intended to split the 
church, but was forced out when the church largely refused to answer his 
challenges in his day. 

 

Some of the critical preceding events that led up to the Reformation: 
The Western Schism (or Papal Schism) from 1378 to 1417 
The Black Death Plague (1348 to 1350) 
Invention of the Printing Press by Johannes Gutenberg (1440) 
The Renaissance (1400s to 1700s) 
The fall of the Eastern Roman Empire in 1453 
 

The Protestant Reformation was initially an attempt to clean-up the church. Many 
priests were against false doctrines and corruption, especially the sale of 
indulgences (purchase removal of punishments) and Simony, the act of paying for 
a Church Office or Position' (named after Simon the Sorcerer in Acts 8:9-24). 
 

Although many contributed to the reformation, even before 1517, Luther gets the 
credit for when he nailed a list of arguments against the church to the door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany (A chapel church for the University of 
Wittenberg started in 1502). Luther's 95 Thesis included: 
 

 The selling of indulgences 
 The doctrine of purgatory (or particular judgment) 
 Catholic devotion to Mary as the Mother of God 
 Intercession and Devotion to Saints 
 How the Church administered the Sacraments 
 Clericial celibacy 
 Monasticism 
 and, for good measure, the Authority of the Pope. 

 

Luther was excommunicated from the Catholic Church in January of 1521.  
In general, England and Northern Europe went Protestant and left South Europe 
and Spain stayed Catholic. 
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~ 1525 A.D. Huldrych Zwingli led the Reformation in Switzerland. He became a 
pastor in Zurich in 1518, and began to preach on the need for reform in the church. 
In 1522, he started criticizing the custom of fasting during Lent and, in general, the 
authority of the church. He also promoted clerical marriage and attacked use of 
images. In 1525, he replaced mass with a new communion liturgy and clashed with 
the anabaptists and persecuted them. Zwingli met with Luther and other reformers 
in 1529 to see if they could agree on a common set of doctrines and unite in their 
efforts. They failed to reach such a list, and the reform continued as a series of 
geographically isolated efforts. 

 

1530 A.D. John Calvin leaves the Roman Catholic Church. Cavin was born in 1509 
and lived to 1564. He was a French theologian and pastor who published the 1st 
edition of his lifelong work, The Institutes of Christian Religion, in 1536. In the same 
year, he was asked to take over and reform the church in Geneva, Switzerland. 
With a rocky start, he became very powerful and influential throughout the church 
and government life in Switzerland. 
 
Calvin is also directly responsible for the execution of Michael Servetus, a 
preacher who's only crime was writing letters to Calvin and others and 
encouraging baptism in Jesus' name. Servetus (1509 - 1553) was a renaissance 
man, a physician renowned in his day in several fields of the Humanities. He was 
the first to accurately describe pulmonary circulation. He developed a non-trinitarian 
Christology, and preached, taught and wrote letters for Jesus-name baptism. Calvin 
pretended to be interested in his views to lure him to Geneva. He was arrested by 
Calvin's men, Servetus escaped, and Calvin sent men on horseback after him. He 
was brought back, and tried as a heretic with testimony from Calvin, and burned at 
the stake in Geneva in 1553. 
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It took time, but the Protestant Reformation did finally settle on five basic beliefs 
that they held in common: 

 Sola Scriptura (from scripture alone)  
is the teaching that the Bible is the only inspired and authoritative word of God, 
is the only source for Christian doctrine, and is accessible to all. 

 Sola Fide (by Faith Alone) 
the teaching that justification (interpreted in Protestant theology as "being 
declared just by God") is received by faith only, without any mixture of or need 
for good works 

 Sola Gratia (by Grace Alone) 
Sola gratia is the teaching that salvation comes by divine grace or "unmerited 
favor" only, not as something merited by the sinner. This means that salvation is 
an unearned gift from God for Jesus' sake. 

 Sola Christus (through Christ alone) 
Solus Christus is the teaching that Christ is the only mediator between God and 
man, and that there is salvation through no other 

 Sola Deo Gloria (to the glory of God alone) 
Soli Deo gloria is the teaching that all glory is to be due to God alone, since 
salvation is accomplished solely through His will and action — not only the gift 
of the all-sufficient atonement of Jesus on the cross but also the gift of faith in 
that atonement, created in the heart of the believer by the Holy Spirit. The 
reformers believed that human beings —even saints canonized by the Roman 
Catholic Church, the popes, and the ecclesiastical hierarchy— are not worthy of 
the glory that was accorded them. 

 

1500s and 1600s The Anabaptists 
Protestant Christians who pushed for radical reform in their days with a great 
commitment to following scripture alone and not using force to compel others to 
agree or even defend themselves. Called Anabaptist from the similiar Greek term 
for one who baptizes over again, a name given by their critics because their 
converts were "rebaptized" with an adult confession of faith if they were baptized or 
sprinkled as infants. The Anabaptists were widely persecuted by Roman Catholics 
and other Protestants for two centuries. 

 

1539 A.D. Translation of the Great Bible  

1560 A.D. Translation of the Geneva Bible  

1568 A.D. Translation of the Bishop's Bible  
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1611 A.D. The Authorized Version (The King James Bible) 
In 1604, King James of England commissions a new translation, the first to be done 
by committee from the best Greek and Hebrew manuscripts known. 47 scholars 
worked by committee and the translation was released in 1611. 
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Old Testament 
Books 

Writer  
Book 

Completed 
Time 

Covered  
Place 

Written  

Genesis 
Exodus 
Leviticus 
Numbers 
Deuteronomy 

Moses  c1513 –  
c1473 

Creation to 
c1473 

Wilderness / 
Plains of Moab 

Job Job (?) c2000 c2000 Unknown 

Joshua  
Judges & Ruth  
1st and 2nd 
Samuel  

Joshua  
Samuel 

Samuel; Gad; 

Nathan  

c1450 
c1100 

c1050 

c1473 – c1450 
c1450 – c1120 

c1180 – 1040 

Canaan  
Israel  

Israel  

Song of Solomon 
Ecclesiastes  

Solomon  b1020  Jerusalem  

Jonah  
Joel  
Amos 
Hosea  
Isaiah 
Micah  
Proverbs 

Jonah   
Joel  

Amos 
Hosea  

Isaiah  

Micah  
Solomon; Agur; 

Lemuel  

c844 
c820 

c804 
a745 

a732 

b717 
c717 

 
 

 
b804 – a745 

c778 – a732 

c777 – 717 

 

 
Judah  

Judah 
Samaria (District)  

Jerusalem  

Judah  
Jerusalem 

Zephaniah  
Nahum  
Habakkuk  
Lamentations  
Obadiah  
Ezekiel 

Zephaniah  

Nahum 
Habakkuk  

Jeremiah 
Obadiah  

Ezekiel  

b648 

b632 
c628 

607 
c607 

c591 

 

 
 

 
 

613 – c591 

Judah  

Judah  
Judah 

Near Jerusalem 
Babylon  

Babylon  

1st & 2nd Kings  
Jeremiah 

Jeremiah  580 c1040 – 580 

647 – 580 
Judah/Egypt  

Judah/Egypt  

Daniel  
Haggai  
Zechariah 
Esther  

Daniel  

Haggai  
Zechariah 

Mordecai   

c536 

520 
518 

c475 

618 – c536 

520 
520 – 518 

493 – c475 

Babylon  

Jerusalem  
Jerusalem  

Shushan, Elam  

1st & 2nd 
Chronicles  
Ezra  

Ezra  

 
Ezra 

c460 

 
c460 

1077 – 537 

 
537 – c467 

Jerusalem (?)  

 
Jerusalem (?)  

Psalms  
Nehemiah  
Malachi 

David and others  

Nehemiah  

Malachi  

c460 

a443 

a443 

 

456 – a443 

 

  

Jerusalem  

Jerusalem  
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New Testament 
Books 

Writer  
Book 

Completed 
Time 

Covered  
Place  

Written  

Matthew  Matthew  c41 2 BC – 33 AD Palestine  

1st & 2nd Thes 
Galatians  

Paul  

 
c50 – c51 

c50 – 52 
 

3 BC – 34 AD 
Corinth  

Corinth or 

Syr. Antioch   

1st & 2nd Cor Paul  

 
c55 3 BC – 34 AD Ephesus & 

Macedonia  

Romans Paul  c56 3 BC – 34 AD Corinth 

Luke  Luke  c56 – 58 3 BC – 34 AD Caesarea  

Ephesians  
Colossians  
Philemon  
Philippians  

Paul   c60 – 61 34 – c62 

 
Rome  

 

Hebrews  
Acts  
James 
Mark  

Paul (?) 

Luke 
James  

Mark  

c61 

c62 
b62 

c60 – 65 

 

34 – c62 
 

30  – 34 

Rome (?) 

Caesarea  
Jerusalem  

Rome 

1st Tim & Titus 
 
1st & 2nd Peter 
  
2nd Timothy  
Jude  

Paul  

 
Peter 

 

Paul 
Jude 

c61 – 64 

 
c62 – 64 

 

c65 
c65 

 

 
 

 

Macedonia (?)   

 
Babylon (?) 

 

Rome 
Palestine (?)  

Revelation  
John  
1st, 2nd, 3rd John  

John  c96 
c98 

c98 

 
30 – 34 

 

Patmos  
Near Ephesus 

Near Ephesus 

 

Original source for this chart: http://agards-bible-timeline.com/q1_bible_who_wrote.html  
 

A few quick notes for this timeline: I found and organized this timeline of the Bible books 
and checked as many of these dates as a could against other reputable sources. I 
adjusted a few to match the best scholarship I could find. There might be a few mistakes 
on this chart, but I am including it because it provides a valuable reference for when and 
where these books were likely written. It's probably a little outside of the scope of this 
booklet, but hey, it's my booklet, and I felt like putting it in here! So here you go, have fun! 
 

The Old Testament dates are all B.C. The New Testament dates are all A.D. Shocking. 
Letters before the date as follows: a=after, b=before, c=circa or approximate. So when you 
see c96 for Revelation, that means the book was completed around 96 A.D. James has 
b62 in the chart, which means James was likely completed before 62 A.D.



 

 

 
 

Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter 

times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed 

to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils. 

 

1st Timothy 4:1 
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