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Welcome  
This Bible Study was originally inspired by a class taught by O.C. Marler at 

Indiana Bible College. I remember the day he gave us a scripture chain starting in 

Joel 2:28 that wove through the book of Acts powerfully showing every single 

case where the narrative records a salvation experience. I have since used this 

scripture chain in homes, coffee shops and in church many times. I'm putting 

these same verses, along with some other scriptures that give background, into 

this study in the hopes that it helps more people learn what the Bible really says 

about being born again. 

This study can be used different ways. Lesson 2 is the heart and soul of this 

study, but each of these lessons is self-sufficient. You can decide to include 

lesson 1 or 3 or both depending on how deep you want to go. Some teach this  

in 4 parts, splitting Lesson 2 at the half-way point noted here in the study. 

 Lesson 1 - The Promise of the New Birth 

An Old Testament promise becomes a New Testament command: 

You must be born again! 

 Lesson 2 - The Apostolic Promise / The Apostolic Pattern 
Jesus, Peter, Paul and the New Testament church all preached one 

message. Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed? 

 Lesson 3 - Digging Deeper in the Epistles 

The Holy Ghost as described in letters to the churches. (And a few FAQs) 

I want to thank Rev. Marler for sharing his scripture chain. I remember he made 

the claim that this will be the single best thing we will learn that semester. I didn't 

believe it at the time, but I had to repent. I have used this more than any single 

"tool" in my ministry toolbox. I trust you 

will be blessed as you let God's word 

speak into your life and the lives of others! 

 

In His Service,  

Scott Lynn 

Color and Symbol Key: 

Emphasize this Point - It's very important 

Optional Stuff - Do it if you have time 
 
 

Lesson Header - Main Theme in Italics 
 

Red Line - End of Lesson 
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#1  The Promise of the New Birth 
 An Old Testament promise becomes a New Testament command:  

You must be born again! 

 

Joel 2:28-29 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
 

Isaiah 28:9-12 
1st Cor 14:20-22 

 

God's promise in the Old Testament 

 He will pour out His spirit on all flesh. 

 He will make a new covenant with us and He will 

write His law on our hearts. He will truly forgive our 

iniquity and remember our sin no more. 

 We are told that God will speak to us through 

stammering lips as a sign, but some will not receive 

the sign. 

 

John 3:1-6 
 
 
 

John 3:7-8 
 
 

John 4:24 
 

John 7:37-39 

Jesus teaches we must be born again 

 Nicodemus, a Pharisee who came to Jesus by night, 

receives a startling revelation. We must be born again 

to be with God. Jesus explains further, we must be 

born of the water and the Spirit. 

 Jesus gives an amazing word picture of this Spirit 

birth, in that we won't know where the Spirit is 

moving, but we will know by the sound it makes! 

 To be a true worshiper of God, you must know who 

He is and worship in the Spirit as well. 

 God's Spirit is likened to living water and is promised 

to us, but we are told that Jesus must be glorified 

before believers can receive it. 

 

1st Luke 24:45-49 
 Mark 16:14-18 
2nd Matt 28:16-20 
3rd Acts 1:2-12 
4th Acts 2:37-41 

Luke & Acts 

All Four Books 

Mark & Acts 

Luke & Acts  

Mark, Luke & Acts 

Mark & Acts 

All Four Books 

The Great Commission is to teach the New Birth 

 Jesus commissioned the disciples three times after 

the resurrection and Peter's command in Acts 2 

comes directly from the Commission in Luke 24.  

All the elements of the Apostolic Promise are found 

in the Great Commission passages. 

 Repentance 

 Baptism for the remission of sins in His name 

 Save yourself from sin 

 You will receive power to reach the lost 

 You will receive the Holy Ghost 

 Specifically, you will speak in new tongues 

 This message is for everyone in the world!!! 
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#2  The Apostolic Promise / The Apostolic Pattern 
 Jesus, Peter, Paul and the New Testament church all preached one 

message. Have you received the Holy Ghost since you believed? 

Note: It's better to do all the passages to get the full picture, but if this is a quick study,  

skip Acts 4 & 16. Skip 9 & 19 if you must, but please study them later! 

 

 
 
 

Joel 2:28-29 

John 7:37-39 

Luke 24:45-49 

Quick intro for doing #2 alone. Skip this if you did #1.  

 Almost everyone has heard about "born-again 

Christians", many have heard about the Holy Ghost,  

but few have actually read what the scriptures say. 

 The promise of God's spirit goes back to the O.T. 

 Jesus promised it, but it was not yet given. Why? 

 Now we will see the Great Commission in action as 

they are about to receive the promise of the Father. 

Acts 1 
v3-5; 8-9 

 
 
 

v12-14 

After Calvary, these are Jesus' last words on Earth 

 The fulfillment of the promise is drawing near. 

 v9 finishes and fulfills the restriction that Jesus gave 

in John 7:39. His crucifixion, burial, resurrection and 

ascension all complete this (John 12:23-25). 

 And the disciples followed the Lord's instructions. 

Acts 2 
v5 

 

Lev 23:15-19 
 
 
 
 
 

v1-4 
 

v6-7 
v12-13 

 
 

v14-17 

v36-37 

50 Days after Passover  

 Jews from all over return to Jerusalem to celebrate the 

Feast of Harvest (called Pentecost = 50 days later).  

 Original feast includes an offering of first-fruits  

(putting God first), a sin offering (recognizing our 

unworthiness), and a peace offering (celebrating the 

blessings and peace from God). At Pentecost, God 

already took care of the sin offering, but we still need to 

put Him first and He will provide the peace. 

 God's Spirit came as a rushing wind and as fire with the 

sign of speaking in miraculous languages. 

 A crowd gathered. Some were amazed, others mocked 

them, and Peter stood (a changed man) and started 

preaching. Under the anointing of the Holy Spirit,  

He proclaimed the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. 

 He preached Jesus is the Christ (the Messiah) to the 

crowd, including some of the very same ones that cried 

out to crucify Him. Imagine their surprise!!! 
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Acts 2:38-40 
 

 
 
 

 

Acts 2:41-42 
 

 

The Apostolic Promise 

 Peter commands three things and gives a promise. 

What are they? What is the NT Plan of Salvation? 

 1) Repent 2) Be baptized in the name of Jesus  

(to take away your sins) and 3) Save yourself.  

The decision of salvation is always in your hands!!! 

 If you do it God's way, you'll receive the Holy Ghost.  

 And how did they receive Peter's command? How 

should we receive it? We should receive God's word 

gladly, and continue following the Apostle's 

teachings, in fellowship with Christians and in 

growing in God. 

 

 
John 3:3-5 

Acts 2:38 
 

Mark 16:17 
Acts 2:4; 10:44-46 

Acts 11:15; 19:6 
1st Cor 14:18 

 
(listed here for 
reference only,  

we'll get to all of 
these elsewhere 

in this study!) 

The Apostolic Pattern 

 The New Testament plan of salvation is simple and 

consistent. You must be born of the water and the 

spirit. You do this through repentance from your sins, 

baptism in Jesus name and receiving the Holy Spirit. 

 The only sign given in the New Testament that you 

received the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues. 

 The Old Testament promised it, Jesus promised it and 

commanded us to preach it. Peter, Paul and the 

Apostles preached it. And we see this pattern 

followed in every record of salvation in the New 

Testament: Acts 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 16, 19 and 22. 

 Salvation is an experience. It is not a decision in  

the New Testament church, and it should be an 

experience in the life of every believer. 

 As we examine the New Testament accounts of 

salvation, the Apostolic Pattern is followed every 

time. You must be born again! 

Acts 4 

v1-3; 5-7 
 

John 18:17, 25, 26 
 

v8-10 

v12 

Peter and John arrested by the Sanhedrin 

 They were put in jail overnight and brought before the 

high priest and the ruling judges of Jerusalem. 

 Remember, this is the same Peter that denied even 

knowing who Jesus was. What will he say now? 

 What made the difference in Peter? The Holy Ghost. 

 Peter declares the name of Jesus above every name. 
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Acts 8 
v1 

 

 
Acts 1:8 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

v5-8 
 
 
 

v12 
 

v14-16 
 
 

v17 
 

v18-20 

Philip preaches in the city of Samaria 

 About 1 year after the Day of Pentecost. The first  

three verses of chapter 8 are really the end of Acts 7. 

 But note the persecution to the church. They were ordered 

to go into the world but the Apostles stayed mostly in 

Jerusalem. Even having the Holy Spirit didn't make them 

perfect. But God used the persecution to force them to 

scatter. 

 Acts 8 contains the most detailed account of a salvation 

journey in the Bible. 

 Many people confuse supernatural signs as proof that you 

have received God and are approved by God. But notice 

all the things that happen in Samaria and yet they still had 

not received God's Spirit. 

 Philip came to Samaria preaching Christ. They listened, 

witnessed miracles, demons were cast out, and there were 

healings and great joy. Is that the same as receiving the 

Holy Spirit?  No, you need more! 

 They believed and were baptized. That's important,  

but is it enough? Were they saved?  No, there's more! 

 The Bible clearly teaches that you do not receive His 

Spirit just because you believe and are baptized. It is a 

separate and distinct supernatural experience. 

 So they prayed specifically to receive the Holy Spirit  

and God fulfilled the promise of Acts 2:38. 

 The experience was so powerful, that a sorcerer 

witnessing this was willing to pay money to acquire this 

power. This was not a quiet decision but a real 

supernatural experience. 

Acts 8 
v26-32 

 
 

v35-39 

 

The Ethiopian Eunuch 

 Leaving the city, Philip finds an Ethiopian from the court 

of the queen reading from Isaiah. Philip approaches and is 

asked to join him in the chariot. 

 Philip preached Jesus to him from the prophecies in Isaiah 

and the eunuch immediately responds by asking to be 

baptized. And Philip immediately baptizes him. (So when 

the Bible says that Philip preached Jesus, this included 

Baptism!) 

 We never find out if the eunuch receives God's Spirit, but 

we see baptism taught as an urgent need. 
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Acts 9 
v1-4 

 
 

v6 

 
 

v10-16 

v17-18 
 
 

 
 
 
1st Cor 14:18, 15 

 
 
Acts 22:12-16 

Getting knocked down is not the Holy Ghost 

 Saul (later called Paul) goes to Damascus to arrest & 

murder the Christians there. Knocked down by God,  

he sees a bright light and hears God's voice. 

 Realizing this is Jesus, he instantly believes, but does he 

have the Holy Ghost?  Not yet. God tells him to go into 

the city to learn what to do. 

 Ananias, not happily, receives instructions from God. 

 Meets up with Saul who is very open to instruction after 

his encounter with Jesus. Prays with Saul & he receives 

the Holy Ghost and immediately is baptized.  

 Although each salvation account in Acts harmonizes 

with the Apostolic Pattern, not every salvation account 

will include every detail. It's not necessary each time. 

 But you might wonder, did he speak with tongues? 

Paul wrote elsewhere that he speaks in tongues, and 

prays in tongues and even sings in tongues! 

 While we're being picky, was he baptized in Jesus 

name?  Preaching in Jerusalem, Paul declares that he 

was baptized calling on the name of the Lord. 

 While we are in Acts 22, note how each account differs 

slightly in what is mentioned. Acts 22 includes details 

that Acts 9 leaves out while Acts 9 mentions the Holy 

Ghost and 22 does not.  

 Each narrative is there to emphasize a different aspect 

of how God is moving, but all of the salvation accounts 

are consistent with the pattern. Although not mentioned 

in Acts 9, Paul was baptized in Jesus name and did 

receive the Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues. 

(If you are doing this study in 2 or 4 sessions, here's a great stopping point) 

Acts 10 
v1-6 

 
 
 

v9-16 
 
 

v19-20; 23 

Peter goes to the Gentiles (About 8 years after Pentecost) 

 A Gentile centurion receives a vision from God. 

 He was a devout man who feared God, gave alms to the 

Jewish people and prayed regularly, but that's not 

enough to be saved and God answered his prayers. 

 Peter receives instructions from God the next day.  

Told to eat unclean food, God prepares Peter to  

change his attitude and preach to the Gentiles. 

 The men sent by Cornelius arrive for Peter. 
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Acts 10 v30-33  Cornelius and Peter compare stories. 

v34-35 
 
 

v43 
 
 

v44-46 
 
 
 

v47-48 

 Peter begins to preach, acknowledging that God 

doesn't favor one nation over another but will accept 

any people who turn to Him. 

 Peter tells them that the Old Testament testifies that 

through the name of Jesus anyone who believes can 

have their sins taken away. 

 The gift of the Holy Ghost falls on the Gentiles while 

Peter is still preaching. The Jews with Peter are 

astonished. How did they know the Gentiles got it? 

Because they spoke in tongues in the exact same way. 

 Seeing that God moved on them, Peter immediately 

commands them to be baptized in the name of Jesus. 

Acts 11 

v11-14 
 

v15-16 
 

v18 

Peter recounts the story to the unhappy Apostles 

 This summary of Acts 10 ends with the angel's 

promise that they would receive salvation. 

 Consistent with the pattern: the gentiles received the 

Holy Ghost the same way as everyone else. 

 Initially the Apostles were stunned, but eventually 

even they praised God for this revelation. 

Acts 12-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 14:1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acts 13:4, 14 
Acts 14:1, 6-7 

Acts 16:11-15 

 Acts 8 through Acts 11 focuses on the topic of 

receiving salvation with lots of details of what 

happened each time. First the Samaritans come to God, 

then Saul (Paul) is saved and then even the Gentiles 

are saved.  

 After Acts 11:18, the focus shifts towards emphasizing 

the spread of the Gospel message to new towns and 

new churches. We still see accounts of people coming 

to God, but we no longer receive detailed descriptions 

of salvation. There is no need, all the details have 

already been established. The remaining salvation 

accounts are given as part of the larger story of the 

spread of the church. But in each and every case, the 

remaining salvation accounts are fully consistent with 

the Apostolic Pattern. 

 To Cyprus then Antioch then Iconium and eventually 

to Philippi where they stayed for a few days.  

 They met a woman and baptized her household. 

No details are given, we don’t need them here. 
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Acts 16 
v16-24 

 

v25-28 
 
 

v29-30 

v31 
 
 
 

v32-33 

Paul and Silas in Prison 

 Paul annoyed with a demon, orders it out of a slave girl. 

Her masters get them arrested, beaten & jailed. 

 With a great attitude, they pray and praise God.  

He answers miraculously. The jailer almost kills himself 

for failing in his duties, but Paul stops him. 

 The jailer asks a great, honest and sincere question!!! 

 Paul gives a great, honest and simple answer, but many 

Christians teach this is all you have to do (just believe). 

This ignores the rest of Acts and even the rest of Acts 16. 

 Once things calm down, Paul gives more instructions. 

Belief isn't just a mental decision. The jailer's family was 

baptized that very night! 

 Did the Philippian Jailer receive the Holy Ghost? 

It's likely or maybe it happened later. This story isn't 

focused on salvation but on the prison miracle.  

Acts 19 
v1-2 

 
 

v3-5 
 
 

v6 

The Disciples of John (about 22 years after Pentecost) 

 Paul finds some disciples of John the Baptist and asks 

them, "have you received the Holy Ghost since you 

believed?" They hadn't heard about the Holy Ghost. 

 Although baptized sincerely, they were not baptized in 

the name of Jesus so Paul explains it. They accept his 

teaching and are re-baptized in Jesus name. 

 They immediately receive the Holy Ghost speaking in 

tongues and prophesying and fulfill the pattern. 

The order of events doesn't matter. In Acts 8 and 19, they were baptized first 

and then received the Holy Ghost. In Acts 10 they received the Holy Ghost 

first. Each story is meant for a different purpose, but the Apostolic Pattern is 

the same: 

Acts 2  Holy Ghost outpouring & Peter applies the Great Commission. 

Acts 4  Peter is changed by the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 8  The Samaritans receive the Holy Ghost. 

Acts 9 & 22 Saul (Paul) receives the Holy Ghost and preaches about it. 

Acts 10 & 11 The Gentiles receive the Holy Ghost and Peter retells how. 

Acts 16  God delivers Paul and Silas from prison. 

Acts 19  The disciples of John need to obey to receive God's Spirit. 

NT salvation consistently includes repentance, water baptism & Spirit baptism 

(born of the water & Spirit) fulfilling the pattern of Acts 2:38-40. 

Have you had the book of Acts salvation experience in the Holy Ghost? 
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#3  Digging Deeper in the Epistles 
 The Epistles are written to churches. These are not instructions on how 

to be saved, but instructions to already saved Christians on how to grow 

in God. Let's see what the church letters say about the Holy Ghost  

(and we'll finish by answering a few frequently asked questions). 

Romans 8:6-10 
 
 
 

Romans 8:11 
1st Cor 15:51-53 

 We must have the Spirit of God (which is the Spirit of 

Christ) or we don't belong to Him. And if we follow 

the Spirit inside us, if we let God's spirit direct us, it 

will lead us to new life and peace. 

 And that same spirit will raise our bodies at the 

resurrection and give us eternal life. 

Eph 1:13-14 
 

Acts 1:8;  
1st John 4:4 

Romans 5:5 

Romans 8:26-27 

John 14:26 
 
 

 
John 14:16-18 

 

 We are sealed by God's spirit as a promise. It is the 

down-payment of our inheritance to come. 

 God's spirit gives us the power to overcome the world 

and be witnesses in this world. 

 God's spirit gives us the power to show Godly love. 

 And His spirit can intercede supernaturally through us. 

 Jesus called the Holy Spirit the comforter and told the 

disciples that God's Spirit would come in the same 

name of Jesus and teach them and even cause them to 

remember His teachings. 

 Although present with the disciples in person, Jesus 

taught that they would experience God in another way. 

Although He was with them in person, this Spirit 

would be Jesus in them. 

1st Cor 12:4-11 
1st Cor 14:26-33 
1st Cor 12:1 

1st Cor 14:2 
 

1st Cor 14:14-15 
Romans 8:26-27 
Jude 1:20-21 
 

1st Cor 13:1-8; 13 

1st Cor 13:8-12 
 

1st Cor 14:39 

 And God has equipped His church through the gifts of 

the Spirit, and He gave us instructions on how they are 

to be used. God does not want us ignorant in their use. 

 Tongues is a mysterious, unknown language, not 

understood by the speaker. It is a miraculous utterance. 

 In Acts and elsewhere in the Bible, we learn about the 

sign of tongues and tongues as a prayer language. Now 

we are learning about something different, the specific 

gift of tongues that not every believer receives. 

 Love is greater than all the spiritual gifts. 

 And when the perfect thing comes (Jesus Christ) the 

spiritual gifts which are imperfect will cease. 

 But until then covet prophesy & don't forbid tongues! 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What about the thief on the cross?  

Why didn't he need the Holy Ghost according to the Apostolic Pattern? 

 First, the New Testament church had not started yet. Remember, the Holy 

Ghost was not given until Jesus was glorified, and the crucifixion was a part 

of this process. New Testament salvation and the church starts in Acts 2:1. 

 The better question is how did the thief receive the promise of salvation 

under the Old Testament law? God always responds to faith and God has 

the right to save anyone He wants. He showed King David mercy and 

spared his life even when the law called for his execution (2nd Sam 12:13). 

God can show mercy as He wants (Romans 9:15). But the promise of 

salvation is very specific and we have no right to preach or teach a different 

message than what we find in the Bible. Do it God's way and obey Acts 

2:38 and many other verses. Don't ignore the commands of scripture and 

depend on a special act of God's mercy to save you. That would be foolish. 

1st Corinthians 12:28-31 asks if all speak with tongues.  

Doesn't this clearly imply that some don't speak with tongues? 

 The Bible speaks of tongues in two very different ways. This passage is 

specifically talking about the gift of tongues, a specific supernatural gift  

to be interpreted (note 12:4, 12:10 and 12:31). This is different than tongues 

used privately in prayer or song (1st Cor 14:14-15) or as evidence of the 

presence of God's Spirit (Acts 10:44-46). Otherwise if all tongues are the 

same, then God broke His own rules in Acts 2 when many spoke in tongues 

while we are told to limit messages in tongues to two or three at the most 

(1st Cor 14:26-27). God doesn't break His own rules! 

1st Corinthians 15:1-11 declares the Gospel and says we are saved if we 

believe it. Why isn't believing this Gospel good enough to be saved?  

 Believing the Gospel is absolutely good enough to save you, but belief 

according to the Bible is not just a decision in your mind; it is connected to 

action. We are also commanded to obey the Gospel (Romans 10:15-16;  

2nd Thessalonians 1:7-9). The passage in 1st Corinthians 15 gives us the 

wonderful foundation of what Christ did for us. We need to look elsewhere 

in the Bible for instructions on how to apply the Gospel to our lives. 

 And it is never a good idea to base your beliefs on only one passage in the 

scriptures. When you study a matter, you need to look at all the scriptures 

on that topic and consider the full counsel of God's word, then it will be 

clear what you must do. This approach protects us from interpreting the 

scriptures wrongly, something that is quite easy for humans to do!!! 
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Have you received 
the Holy Ghost 

since you believed? 
Acts 19:2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
by Scott Lynn 

Last Revised February 2014 

Copyright © 2001-2014 Scott Lynn 

Visit my website: http://www.OnlineSolutions.com 


